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Co-President’s Corner 
Marga Matheny, margamath@gmail.com 

March. It is an important word for members of AAUW. I don’t 
mean the month although it IS Women’s History Month. I am sure 
that is not just a coincidence. I mean the action verb. 

One snowy day I went to the AAUW website to read about a new 
program in a box about “Marching for Women’s Rights”. There is 
an excellent online learning module entitled “Women. Their Rights, 
and Nothing Less”.  It is the largest online collection of primary 
sources and historical periodicals about the women’s suffrage 
movement. The learning module investigates how the suffragists 
embraced the first amendment to help achieve their goals. There 
was an early national conference and the founding of a national 
publication which exercised their five freedoms. I was particularly 
interested to learn about the first Women’s Suffrage March in 
Washington, D.C. in 1913. 

My mother was born in 1913. Women first 
were able to vote in 1920. This means that 
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when my mother was born, her mother 
had not been able to vote. My 
grandmother was born in 1877 and her 
mother died in 1926. This means that my 
great grandmother was able to vote for 
the first time when she was 71 and my 
grandmother when she was a widow 
with 3 grown sons at 43. 

On the timeline I was shocked to find out 
that I was a junior in college in 1967 
when it became legal for whites and 
blacks to marry. In our lifetime we have 
also witnessed legalized gay marriage. 

AAUW members should be proud that 
we stand on the shoulders of those brave 
women who MARCHED for OUR 
freedoms. I hope that you all will go to 
the National AAUW website and sign in 
to view the history we all share. It’s a 
great thing to do on a day at home in the 
cold. 

Karen Weis joined the Cape May Branch of the AAUW 
when she retired.   As the daughter and mother of 
working women Karen felt that the AAUW supports the 
career goals of women.   When she joined  AAUW 

Cape May Branch the 
President’s position was 
open  and Karen served two 
terms as President, from 2002 
to 2008.  Since 2008 she has 
been Historian for the Branch 
and involved in most of its 
activities. 
 
In the 14 years Karen has been 
a member she has seen the 
membership of the Cape May 
Branch increase and has also 

seen a closer relationship with Atlantic County 
develop.  We have many more dual members, of which 
Karen is one.  We have more dual projects related to 
Atlantic Cape Community College which is the locus 
for continuing education for women high school 
graduates in both counties. The STEM Summer Camp 
is also a collaborative project.  Our mentoring program 
at ACCC works with incoming students to ease their 
entry into college.  Karen has raised funds for our 
Second Chance Scholarships through work with 
donors and the Women’s Resource Fund. 
 
Karen and her husband Steve have two daughters and 
five grandchildren.  Since their retirements Karen and 
Steve have traveled extensively and try to go 
somewhere new each year.   She has volunteered as a 
gardener at the Cape May Bird Observatory and has 
met many of our branch members through the birding 
community here in Cape May.  Because she never had 
an opportunity to read regularly before retirement, 
Karen now belongs to five book groups, including two 
book groups in which the books are read in 
French.  She also enjoys sewing and volunteering 
through her church. 
 
Karen earned her undergraduate degree from Brown 
University and a Master’s degree from Southern 
Methodist University. 
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March 2015 Calendar 
Please visit: 

http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/calendar/ 

3/16  Movie Night 
3/17  Daytime Book Group 

3/19  STEM Trek Tech Presentation 
3/23  Movie Night 
3/25  Evening Book Group 
3/30  Lunch and Glass Blowing Demo 
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Oscar Movie Night 
Monday, March 16, 

4:30pm 

Sue Laufer’s Home 

5 Delaware Ave, Villas 
Cost: Donation to our 

scholarship fund 

Please RSVP 
laufer5@comcast.net 

Programs 

Educational and Lifelong Learning Opportunities  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Oscar Movie Night 
Monday, March 23, 

 4:30pm 
Karen Weis’ Home 

Beach Ave, Villas 
Cost: Donation to our 

scholarship fund 

Please RSVP 
karenweis@yahoo.com 

Save the Dates 
For more info please visit: 

http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/activities/events/ 
http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/calendar/ 

 
April 13 A uthor Luncheon w/Carol Brill, AAUW member  
April 20 Art Party with Valerie Waywell 
May 14 AAUW  CMC & AC  Careme’s Luncheon  
May 17 The Women’s Resource Luncheon 

May 28, Bach Lunch 

Lunch & Glass Blowing 
Demonstration 

by Eva Shelley 

Monday, March 30 

2:00 pm  
Lunch 

Jake’s Bar & Grill 
1075 Bayshore Rd, Villas 

4:00pm Demo 
Lower Twp Library 

2600 Bayshore Rd, Villas 

Cost: Pay for your lunch and 
demo is free 

Please RSVP, for lunch only, 
Karen Weis,  

karenweis@yahoo.com  or 
609-889-0164 

 

STEM Presentation  
by Michelle Douglass,  
Director of NJ STEM, 

Dual Member AAUW Atlantic 
County & Cape May County 

Branches 

Thursday, March 19, 
2:00pm 

Karen Weis’ House 

1 Beach Dr, Villas 

Please RSVP  
pearson@princeton.edu or 609-

898-4585 

mailto:laufer5@comcast.net
mailto:Karenweis@yahoo.com
http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/calendar/
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Thank you to our 
Cape May 
County AAUW 
members for 
your continued 
volunteer and 
financial support 
of our 
educational 
programs and 
projects. 
 

CONTACTS  
 

Second Chance 
Scholarships: 
Sandy Harmon-
Weiss  SHW223@
comcast.net 
 
AAUW TechTrek: 
JudyAustermiller   
austermillerjudy@
gmail.com      
 
Pat Ford-Roegner 
pfrvalley@gmail.c
om  
 
Suzanne Pelkaus, 
sgtp414@verizon.
net 
 
 
 

 

It has been another very busy 
month for Tech Trek NJ. Fund 
Raising is zipping along with two 
bulk mailings of approximately 800 
envelopes to businesses in Cape 
May and Atlantic counties. Judy 
Austermiller's grant request to Cape Bank raised us $2,000 and Lucy Jerue 
asked at her Cape Bank  and was given another $500. Cape Atlantic Social 
Services sent in $1,000. Carol Zerbe (Atlantic county) is working on a 
$2,000 grant from Wells Fargo. Other members are personally calling on 
people they do business with to donate. We are getting there!!! 
 
 
March 6th is the deadline for student nominations. It was extended from 
February 20 because only one school in Cape May County nominated any 
students after three letters from Stockton. Suzanne Pelkaus contacted the 
Superintendent of Schools, got his support, and sent out emails directly to 
7th grade math and science teachers. Pat Quinn, Marion Ingram and 
Carolyn Bassett personally took information and the nomination forms to six 
Cape May County schools. Mona Moore did a press release about Tech 
Trek student nominations to all Cape May County newspapers. 
To date, 60 applications have been sent to students from the nomination 
forms. A student selection meeting will be held at Stockton University on 
March 6th. Then the final 30 students and their parents need to be 
interviewed. If you would like to volunteer for this committee please contact 
Mary Hardwick, Committee Chair, mary.hardwick@comcast.net . 

 

Marion Ingram,  

College Connec-
tion Chair 
marion.ingram@comcast.net 

AAUW teentech 

Marion Ingram, marion.ingram@comcast.net 
 
I’m sure everyone has now heard about our first AAUW Tech Trek one 
week summer camp at Stockton University for 7th grade girls going into 8th 
grade this July. But have you heard about teentech which is also at Stock-
ton University on June 4, 2015? 
 

This is a one day field trip for 250 9th, 10th, and 11th grade girls and their 
teachers. Each school may send up to 20 girls and 2 teachers. The girls and 
educators each pay a $25 registration fee and their school district provides 
the transportation. The students and educators each have a choice of two 
STEM hands-on workshops and receive certificates at the end of the day. 
 

AAUW has been doing this teentech program for several years but this is 
the first time in our area. There is also another program in Newark, NJ this 
year. Mailings have been sent out by Stockton University to all local high 
schools. Please encourage your local high school to participate. In late June 
we will be needing 6-8 AAUW members to volunteer to stuff 250 hand-out 
bags and possibly 2 or 3 volunteers to help direct people on campus on 
June 4th. Contact marion.ingram@comcast.net  or Suzanne Pelkaus 
sgtp414@verizon.net if you are interested in volunteering. 

mailto:Sandy%20Harmon-Weiss%20 SHW223@comcast.net
mailto:Sandy%20Harmon-Weiss%20 SHW223@comcast.net
mailto:Sandy%20Harmon-Weiss%20 SHW223@comcast.net
mailto:austermillerjudy@gmail.com
mailto:austermillerjudy@gmail.com
mailto:pfrvalley@gmail.com
mailto:pfrvalley@gmail.com
mailto:sgtp414@verizon.net
mailto:sgtp414@verizon.net
mailto:mary.hardwick@comcast.net
mailto:marion.ingram@comcast.net
mailto:marion.ingram@comcast.net
mailto:sgtp414@verizon.net
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Marion Ingram: College Connection Chair 

marion.ingram@comcast.net 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)! 
 

AAUW Tech Trek Camp at Stockton University 
 

Sponsored By AAUW Atlantic City (NJ) Branch 
 
 

Our Tech Trek 2015 pilot STEM program for 8th grade girls (30 girls) to be held at Stockton 
University from July 19th to July 25th 2015 is progressing according to schedule. However, we 
still need your help by way of volunteer work on our committees and with the most challenging 
aspect of all: fundraising! 

 
Professional Women’s Night 

TECH TREK camp will feature a Professional Women’s Night to be held on Thursday, July 
23rd, 2015 at 7:00 pm at Stockton College. The event’s focus will be to introduce the campers 
to Professional Women who have or have had careers in the STEM fields will meet-and-greet 
and offer the girls an up-close view of a STEM career and a way to connect with role models. 
 
Did you ever hear of speed dating? Well, that's the concept we will use for the Professional 
Women's Night. The Professional Women will circulate from table to table where groups of girls 
(2-3) are stationed and sit down and speak to the girls about their chosen STEM field and how it 
shaped their lives. Since we have 30 girls, we need 10-12 Professional Women as an ideal 
ratio. We still need Professional Women to participate in the event! Please contact Dottie 
Pearson and/or Marga Matheny for more information about Professional Women’s Night: Dottie 
Pearson: pearson@princeton.edu, Marga Matheny: margamath@gmail.com 

 
Speakers 

We need distinguished speakers to attend and address our campers and their families on 
Opening Orientation Day, July 19th, 2015 and on our last day event, a closing (and possibly an 
awards) dinner. We spoke about asking notable politicians, STEM field Notables and dynamic 
female celebrities. We need your help to secure Speakers. Please contact Dawn Watkins, 
Volunteer Coordinator, dawn.watkins@stockton.edu for more information. 

 
Student Recruitment and Selection 

We currently have 5 members on the Student Selection Committee. The Student Selection 
Committee will meet with the girls and their families for individually scheduled interviews to be 
conducted at Stockton College after March 6, 2015. The selection of our campers is to be 
completed no later than April 3, 2015. If you have any interest in becoming a member 
of the Student Selection Committee, we need your help and appreciate you 
contacting Mary Hardwick at: mary.hardwick@comcast.net 

 

Fundraising, Donations & Grants 

For questions or information about fund raising activities kindly contact Dawn 
Watkins, dawn.watkins@Stockton.edu. Please note that TECH TREK is registered 
with iGive.com. Every dollar you spend on-line with any company that is associated 
with iGive.com (there are many, including Amazon.com). To date, there are 8 
AAUW members registered State-wide. We need to make a change here because 
we are missing the opportunity to raise additional monies just by doing the 
shopping that our members do regularly online and it’s Free 
 

mailto:pearson@princeton.edu
mailto:margamath@gmail.com
mailto:dawn.watkins@stockton.edu
mailto:mary.hardwick@comcast.net
mailto:dawn.watkins@Stockton.edu
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Pat Ford-Roegner, pfrvalley@gmail.com 
Once again we challenge all of us to dig deep in our pockets and to ask at least one business 
we frequent if they would contribute for one or more of these activities. 
Here are the options that need funding and your ideas for support: 
The ongoing and successful  
 

Marion MacEwan Second Chance Scholarship 
The backbone of the Cape May County AAUW is funded by Evelyn Lovitz’s excellent 
programs. Members and significant others can make a donation in tribute to a special person 
in their lives. Contributions to the Tribute Fund go directly to the scholarships and will be 
recognized in the newsletter. 
 

Direct contributions can be made and designated for the Marion MacEwan Second Chance 
Scholarships. We continue to seek larger business contributions to this fund, please contact 
pfrvalley@gmail.com let the contact members know if you have identified a business that 
could be considered for a contribution. Having a specific contact at the business is key to 
success. Please send checks (made payable to AAUW) to: 
  

Barbara Heinrichs, Treasurer  
503 Whildam Avenue 

North Cape May, NJ 08204 
 

Cape Women’s Resource Fund Luncheon & Fashion Show 
Karen Weis, karenweis@yahoo.com is looking for donations of items or a monetary 
contribution, to create baskets for the May 17th ticket auction. This yearly fun event to 
supports our scholarship fund.  
 

AAUW STEM Tech Trek 
Please see this site for full information: http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/college-connection/tech-trek/ 

This exciting new venture to supports sending incoming eighth grade girls to an intensive 
science program at Stockton University this summer.Your help is greatly needed and your 
ideas on sources of funds critical to our success. 
Please send checks (payable to AAUW Cape May County Branch & note your AAUW Cape 
May County membership) to:   
                

Michelle J. Douglass, Esq, Director-Stem Teck Trek   
My Rights Lawyers, LLC 

424 Bethel Road 
Somers Point, NJ 08244 

               

National Conference for College Women Student Leaders 
The AAUW Cape May County Branch’s Executive Committee has been asked to consider 
sending two local college students to this Summer 2015 summer event. Perhaps someone 
would like to do a tribute in name of loved one. 
 

Please contact Marion Ingram, marion.ingram@comcast.net or Pat Ford-Roegner, 
pfrvalley@gmail.com with your fundraising suggestions for the $1000 needed to send 2 
students. 
 
 

 

FUNDRAISING 

mailto:pfrvalley@gmail.com
mailto:pfrvalley@gmail.com
http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/college-connection/tech-trek/
mailto:marion.ingram@comcast
mailto:pfrvalley@gmail.com
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The Evening Book Group 

Pot Luck Literature Club 
will meet on 

 Wednesday, March 25, at 6:00  
to discuss 

The Rape of Europa, by Lynn H. Nicholas and/or  
The Monuments Men, by Ry Edsel and Witter 

Mulligan's Bar and Grille 
310 Hildreth Avenue 

Wildwood 
We order dinner from the menu.  Please let Mary 

Jane know if you will attend by the Monday before 
the meeting (March 23) so we can give the restau-

rant a count.  Contact info:  884-7041 
shoresluggs@aol.com 

Heartfelt Shout Out to Sturdy Savings Bank! 

AAUW Cape May County Branch is so pleased to once again 

have the support of Sturdy Savings Bank. In early February we 

received a generous donation to support our work to provide 

consistent financial assistance and mentorship to three women 

returning to school and meeting strong criterion through the 

Marion MacEwan Second Chance Scholarship. Hats off to our, 

community partner, Sturdy Savings Bank! And a special thanks 

to Meg Tornetta, one of their leaders for meeting with us. We 

look forward to a long term relationship. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

ACTIVITIES 

The Daytime Book Group 
will meet on  

Wednesday, March 17, at Noon 
to discuss  

Mom, Me, & Mom, by Maya Angelou 
 

Due to the cancellation of the Feb. meet-
ing, we will discuss The Wedding Gift, al-
so. If you prefer, you may read any other 
book by this author to add to the discus-
sion.  We will meet at the Crest Pier, 5800 

Ocean Ave., Wildwood Crest (between 
Crocus and Heather).  Don't forget to 

bring a sandwich and a drink; dessert will 
be provided by Cat Cronin. 

 
Any questions, contact Mary Jane at 884-

7041 or shoresluggs@aol.com 

mailto:shoresluggs@aol.com
mailto:shoresluggs@aol.com
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AAUW - Empowering women since 1881 

 

 

Suzanne Pelkaus, sgtp414@verizon.net   
The conference call on ESEA (Elementary Secondary Education Act) reauthor iza-
tion was recorded.  Interested members should call: 888-203-1112 and use passcode: 
146533450. Following is a summary of AAUW priorities regarding reauthorization of 
the ESEA a/k/a "No Child Left Behind"  (expired 2006- states are now required to 
bring waivers and plans to the Secretary of Education, annually) 
 

AAUW supports (* indicates AAUW priorities likely to be more controversial): 

Multiple measures of student achievement and growth. 

Mandatory evaluation of English, Math and Science- states can choose optional. 

High schools evaluate graduation rates and college enrollment without remediation 
rates. 

Improve school accountability measures. Federal government should offer incen-
tives/assistance to struggling schools instead of punishment 

*Annual statewide assessments- Data provides significant civil rights indicators* 

Require schools to disaggregate and cross-tabulate data to include gender in cate-
gories required 

*Promote public school choice- Public funds should only be used for public educa-
tion* 

*No private school vouchers* 

*Oppose Any attempts to pass/include provisions supporting Title I Public School 
Portability* 

*Oppose current federal regulations governing single gender education allowing 
programs, without appropriate accountability or proof of improved educational out-
comes, to compete for limited tax dollars* 

Supports STEM education, efforts to reduce student harassment, early childhood 
education, after school programs, The Women's Educational Equity Act, The High 
School Data Transparency Act 
House of Representatives to review in March 
 

AAUW Quick Facts and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
http://www.aauw.org/resource/quick-facts-on-the- elementary-and-secondary-education-act/ 

http:www.aauw.org/resource/letter-to-the-senate-on-esea/ 

http://civilrightsdocs.info/pdf/education/ESEA-principles.pdf 

Report from Centers for American Progress-adverse impact of "portability" proposals 

https:// www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/report/2015/02/04/105896/robin-
hood-in-reverse/ 

Please Note: The next conference call will be on March 4th, at 8:30 pm, concerning 
Equal Pay Day, April 14th, the day that a woman's annual salary will equal a man's sala-
ry earned the previous year. We will have a table to hand out information at ACCC, 
Cape May County. We invite members to volunteer at the table, please contact Marion 
Ingram marion.ingram@comcast.net.   Please note, Congressman LoBiondo will be in 
the district March 30-April 10th. 

 

PUBLIC POLICY 
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