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CAPE MAY COUNTY BRANCH 

Website http://capemay-nj.aauw.net   
Like us on Facebook  CMCAAUW 

 

The purpose of this branch shall be to further AAUW’s mission to advance equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. 

  

 

Presidents’ Corner 
 
 

We hope you have enjoyed a wonderful 

Thanksgiving with family and friends.  It's a 

reminder of how important our relationships are 

and how much we rely on each other.  There are 

many wonderful friendships developed through 

our AAUW membership and activities.  We would 

like to thank you for all you do in support of 

AAUW's mission through donations of time, 

money, contributions to baskets, program 

planning, ideas, volunteering and being 

there.  Our members also make so many other 

contributions---activities in the birding and 

gardening communities, working for the 

environment, running for the local School Board, 

working with colleges and universities, the Center 

for Community Arts, the New Jersey Center for 

the Book, and it goes on and on.  December will 

be an active month with the holiday concert and 

the holiday luncheon.  Many programs are being 

planned for 2016 and we look forward to your 

participation and seeing you there.    

 

Marga and Dottie 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tween Tech Volunteers Needed 

 

Tween Tech for girls in grades 6-8 will be held at 

Stockton University on January 8.  As of Monday, 

November 23 over 90 girls had signed up, 

including girls from Margaret Mace School in 

North Wildwood, Bishop McHugh in Middle 

Township and Atlantic City schools.  This program 

is co-sponsored by Atlantic and Cape May County 

Branches of AAUW.  We will need a total of 5 

volunteers around January 4 to stuff bags to be 

handed out to participants on January 8.  If we 

have enough Cape May volunteers we can bring 

the materials here and stuff them at someone's 

home.  We will need 12 to 15 volunteers on 

January 8, the day of the event, to be present at 

Stockton to greet the buses, direct teachers to the 

Registration Table and to direct the students to 

the Main Event Room, bathrooms, teachers and 

students to workshop rooms and back to the Main 

Event Room, distribute certificates, collect 

evaluation forms and direct students to buses and 

clean up registration tables.  Please let me know 

if you have questions or if you will 

volunteer.  Thank you so much.  Dottie Pearson 

pearson@princeton.edu or 609-898-

4585.  Volunteers will also be coming from 

Atlantic County AAUW.  

 
  

http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/
mailto:pearson@princeton.edu
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Bring your students & daughters to learn about what Science, Technology, Engineering & 

Mathematics are all about during a fun, interactive and inspiring day of girl power! 
 

Who: 6th – 8th grade girls and their teachers or parents 
When:  Friday, January 8th, 2016 
Where: Drew University in Madison, NJ for Northern NJ students 

Stockton University in Galloway, NJ for Southern NJ students 
What:  Tween Tech is a mini-conference designed to develop girls’ interest and self-confidence in STEM.  Both sites will 

feature:  

 Local female teachers, professors, and professionals to lead hands-on workshops for middle school girls 

 Admissions and advising professionals to talk with the girls and their teachers about STEM majors 

 Information about the 2016 Tech Trek Summer Camp, for rising 8th graders 

Cost:  Just $15 per girl, no fee for chaperones.  Lunch is included, and fee waivers are available.  
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Sample Workshop Titles: Mystery Diagnosis, Solve a Murder with Forensics, Chemistry of Modern Cuisine, Science of Clay, 
What’s the Chance of That? All workshops are engaging, hands-on science, technology, engineering or math-focused (STEM). 
Chaperones will participate in an AAUW workshop on Solving the Equation: The Variable for Women’s Success in Engineering 
and Computing (AAUW, 2015) and another with university academics and admissions professionals to discuss planning for 
STEM majors. Spaces are limited – register today! 
 
To Register: 
http://www.ettc.net/tweentech/ 
Pay online with PayPal or request a 
Purchase Order/Invoice for your school 
 

Due to anticipated demand, schools 
are limited to 15 students each.  
 
 
For More Information:   
Claudine Keenan         Gail Hilliard-Nelson 
keenanc@stockton.edu       gnelson@drew.edu     
609-626-3593                                                                    973-408-3345 
 

Friday, January 8th, 2016 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering  
& Mathematics are for girls! 

Tween Tech is brought to 

you in association with Schedule at a Glance 

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome 
9:30 – 10:15  Workshop #1 
10:15 – 11:00  Workshop #2 
      Lunch 
11:45 – 12:30  Workshop #3 
12:30 – 1:00  Closing 

http://www.ettc.net/tweentech/
mailto:keenanc@stockton.edu
mailto:gnelson@drew.edu
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COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 
 

MARION.INGRAM@COMCAST.NET 

On November the 10th we had another AAUW 
$tart $mart salary negotiations workshop on the 
Cape May Campus of ACCC. This was held with 
a Career Development class and open to other 
students who wished to attend. 
  
Students will be attending their last day of classes 
before first semester exams on December 12. 
Spring semester classes do not begin until 
January 19. January is National Human 
Trafficking Month. We are hoping to team up with 
a Professor to do a program on campus in late 
January or February. Planning ahead - March is 
Women's History Month and National Equal Pay 
Day is in April. Would you be interested in 
working on any of these programs with me? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

i Give.com 

 As you do your Holiday Shopping online don't 

forget to use your iGive.com button which will give 

a small donation to AAUW TECH TREK NJ with 

each of your purchases. You will find the sign up 

on our Branch Website http://capemay-

nj.aauw.net . Right side column - click on iGive. 

Every little donation helps our summer camp at 

Stockton. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

Teen Tech at ACCC 
 

On Monday, November 23  Marion Ingram, Evelyn Lovitz 
and Dottie Pearson from Cape May AAUW, Diana Intenzo 
and Carolyn Bassett from Atlantic County AAUW, Karen 
Brown and Dawn Domans from NJ AAUW teen tech met 
with Maria Kellett, Senior Director of Resource 
Development, Alumni and Community Outreach  and Dean 
of STEM Programs Elmer Godeny from Atlantic Cape 
Community College at the STEM building on ACCC's May's 
Landing campus to discuss the proposed teen tech 
program to be held on May 26.  This will be a one-day 
program for girls in 9th-11th grades.  Dean Godeny and 
Dottie will co-chair the program.  Evelyn Lovitz will be the 
Registrar.  Please let Evelyn know if you can partner with 
her to cover registrar duties when she is unavailable.  You 
need to be fluent with Excel spreadsheets and computer 
use. Maria Kellett is determining which buildings will be 
used for the program and how many girls and their 

teachers can be accommodated.  Volunteers will be 
needed for this program in similar numbers as for Tween 
Tech in January.  As soon as more information is available 
we'll send it out to you.  Thank you for keeping this 
program in mind.  ACCC is near and dear to us! 
 

 
Cape May County Advisory Commission 
on the Status of Women  
 
Our members Mary Conley, Marga Matheny and Dottie 

Pearson attended the November meeting of the CMC 

Advisory Commission on the Status of Women.  The main 

agenda was an update on AAUW STEM Programs for local 

girls.  Freeholder Marie Hayes, who had attended parts of 

Tech Trek, was very enthusiastic about the programs and 

particularly that Cape May girls be involved in these 

programs.  She offered to contact school administrators and 

teachers to encourage them to participate.  Another topic 

was a combined celebration of Women's History Month in 

March to be supported by the Advisory Commission, Cape 

May AAUW, the League of Women Voters and the Women's 

Resource Fund.  It was decided that a breakfast with a 

prominent woman speaker would be a good fundraiser for 

the teen tech program at Atlantic Cape Community 

College.  The Commission will meet on Thursday, December 

4 at 5:30pm in the Old Court House in CMCH.  Meetings are 

open to the public.  Marga, Marion and Dottie plan to 

attend. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tech Trek 
 

On Monday evening, November 23, Cat Cronin, Marion 

Ingram, Evelyn Lovitz, Dottie Pearson and Suzanne Pelkaus 

from the Cape May Branch and Carolyn Bassett (dual), Gail 

Davis (dual), Michelle Douglass (dual), Diana Intenzo 

(President) and Mary Rydzewski from the Atlantic County 

Branch as well as others from around the state, attended 

the Tech Trek kick-off meeting for 2016.  Tech Trek is a 

week-long camp for girls who are entering 8th grade.  Tech 

Trek 2015 was for 30 girls;  Tech Trek 2016 will be for 60 

girls and will be state-wide if AAUW members from 

throughout the state volunteer to help.  Tech Trek is a 

selective camp so the nomination and selection of campers 

is paramount to the success of the camp.  Those of us who 

volunteered in 2015 found it rewarding and we encourage 

you to join us this year.  Please submit the online 

questionnaire to Dawn Watkins at Stockton if you would like 

to volunteer and direct any questions to her at email/phone 

number Dawn.Watkins@stockton.edu (609) 652-

4768.  There many opportunities for our participation. 

 

mailto:MARION.INGRAM@COMCAST.NET
http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/
http://capemay-nj.aauw.net/
mailto:Dawn.Watkins@stockton.edu%20(609)
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OUR AAUW HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

 

December 13 at the Lobster House in 

Cape May 

 
Our Holiday Luncheon will be Sunday, 
December 13 at the Lobster House in Cape May 
at 1 p.m. 
 
Entrée choices are broiled scallops, baked stuffed 
flounder (stuffing includes crab, scallops and 
shrimp) and chicken francaise.  A vegetarian plate 
can be ordered. 
 
The cost is $30.  Please make your check 
payable to AAUW, write your entrée choice on the 
memo line, and mail to  
Barbara Heinrichs  
503 Whildam Ave,  
N. Cape May, NJ  08204. 
 
Don’t miss a great time!  Spouses and guests are 
welcome.    It will be open seating.  Come early to 
sit with your friends. 
 
Also we are preparing a Holiday-themed Gift 
Basket which will be raffled off.  Proceeds will go 
to our Scholarship Fund.   
 
Deadline for reservations is December 7. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Holiday Events from the Atlantic County chapter 
of AAUW to get into the spirit 
 
Sunday, December 6 at 2 p.m. HOME FOR THE 

HARMONY presented by the Cape Shore Chorus 
along with the Atlantic City Men’s Boardwalk 
Chorus at the Upper Township PAC.  Tickets are 
$15.  Call Gail Davis at 609-513-6281 or email 
ghdath@comcast.net 
 
Monday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. TIMES 
REMEMBERED by the South County Wind 
Ensemble at the Stockton PAC.  For tickets call 
the box office 609-652-9000 or online at 
www.sjawe.com 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

We want to welcome new members: 

Laurie Dutton 
42 Cormorant Way 
Cape May, NJ  08204 
Tel: 609-770-7110 
e-mail laurie.dutton@stockton.edu 
 
Peggy Gora 
107 Tidewater Avenue 
Rio Grande, NJ  08242 
Tel: 908-403-4513 
e-mail pdougherty527@gmail.com 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Daytime Book Group 
 
 
Cardboard Piano by Rina Terry 

 
 
 

 
We will meet on Tuesday, December 15 at the 
Crest Pier Community Center, 5800 Ocean 
Avenue, Wildwood Crest (between Crocus & 
Heather) at noon.  Please bring your lunch and a 
beverage. 
 
 
 

Evening PLLC Book Group 
 
 
The Epicure’s Lament by Kate 

Christensen 
 
 

 
 
We will meet on Wednesday, December 16 at 

Mulligan’s, 310 Hildreth Avenue, Wildwood at 6 
p.m.  We will discuss the book after ordering 
dinner.  Contact Mary Jane Slugg at 609-884-
7041 or shoresluggs@aol.com to let her know 
you are coming. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:ghdath@comcast.net
http://www.sjawe.com/
mailto:laurie.dutton@stockton.edu
mailto:pdougherty527@gmail.com
mailto:shoresluggs@aol.com


Page 5 of 8 
 

 

Save the Date 
 

Thursday, January 28, 2016 from 4 to 6 p.m. at 

the home of Pat Ford-Roegner, 105 Tidewater 
Ave, Rio Grande. 
 
Aging in Place is a national movement and 

sounds good to all of us and our loved ones who 

want to stay as active as we/they can. Come hear 

what services and resources Cape May County 

Department of Aging and Disability has to offer! 

Donna Groome, Executive Director, will bring us 

up-to-date on services which are available to all 

residents of the County and those that are income 

determined.  Also know as ADRC-Aging and 

Disability Resource Connection was created by 

the Federal Older Americans Act and is part of 

the nation-wide area aging agencies 

The snow date for this event is February 1. 
 

Save the Date 
 

Our 4th annual joint luncheon with Atlantic County 
AAUW will be May 4, 2016 at Careme’s, the 
restaurant of the Academy of Culinary Arts at 
Atlantic Cape Community College in Mays 
Landing. 
 
As of August 2015, Careme's has changed their 
format. To support a local farm to table 
curriculum, the lunch menu will be a bistro style 
selection highlighting the bountiful harvest in the 
Garden State and its neighboring resources within 
a one hundred and fifty mile radius. 
 
 

Remembering a former member 
contributed by Suzanne Conrad 

Maria DiGiacomo 

98 year old Maria DiGiacomo, began her service to others in 
Africa and India teaching village workers and setting up 
nutritional units and studies to improve the wellbeing and 
status of women and children. Maria spoke of wanting to 
live to be 100.  Sadly, she did not quite make it to 100, but 
she did, as she said, “live a rich and meaningful life”. 
 

Armed with the expertise she acquired working with the 

UN and the governments of Africa and India, she returned 

to the states, Philadelphia and eventually Cape May County 

to continue her mission. Maria became a longtime resident 

of Sea Isle City, her home community. In Sea Isle City, she 

became a member of her local church, the school board, 

the recreation commission, the PTA, and helped to 

organize a Sea Isle City after school program, with funding 

by a county grant.  

In 2010 she was awarded First Annual Blue Ribbon Award 

by the family support agency, Caring for Kids, which was 

incubated out of the AAUW CMC Chapter’s Women’s and 

Children’s conferences.  Maria had been a major supporter 

and a volunteer for Caring for Kids since it began 15 years 

previous to her award. By the time of her death, Maria had 

personally touched the very lives of the many families that 

Caring for Kids served and serves. (see related press 

release)  

As mentioned, Maria had been a teacher in Africa and 

India, beginning there to expand her vision of improving 

the dietary status and wellbeing of women and children. 

She was also a teacher at Cape May County Vocational 

School  and nutritional consultant to  the CMC County and 

Philadelphia, Senior Citizen Nutritional Program, and 

worked in Philadelphia and Cape May County as a nutrition 

consultant.  

In 1991, Maria was the first recipient of the Alice Stokes 

Paul Award by the Cape May County Commission on the 

Status of Women, which she also was instrumental in 

establishing. In the past, she also was recognized for her 

work in establishing Women, Infant and Children (WIC), in 

Philadelphia and Cape May County; and was responsible 

for founding the county’s Coalition Against Rape and Abuse 

(CARA), where she served as its first director. She was a 

volunteer in the Cape May County Human Services Agency, 

Counsel of Mental Health, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Board, 

and Cape Atlantic Children’s Mental Health Board. Maria 

was also appointed by Governor Jim Florio to serve as a 

Commissioner on the Child Life Protection Commission, 

which was empowered to act on grants from the Children’s 

Trust Fund to Prevent Child Abuse.  

Locally and along the way, Maria also received both the 

Cape May County Senior of the year award, as well as the 

NJ AAUW Woman of Change award.  As Maria said, she 

lived a rich and meaningful life...and we all were blessed by 

it and her. 



Page 6 of 8 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Edited article from The Wildwood Leader 

published April 21, 2010 

Caring for Kids is inviting community partners to 

join them for a “Show Kids You Care” brunch at 

the Avalon Links Restaurant, Saturday, April 24 

to celebrate 15 years of our commitment to the 

children of Cape May County. 

During the event Maria DiGiacomo will receive 

the 2010 Blue Ribbon World award in honor of 

“her steadfast commitment to creating hope and 

brighter futures for our children,” according to 

organizers.  

 The American Association of University 

Women, and the Advisory Commission on the 

Status of Women, also will be recognized for 

initiating the original Caring for Kids Campaign, 

as well as local artist Cheryl Crew for creating 

the original Caring for Kids Campaign Logo. 

The “Show Kids You Care” brunch will serve to 

kick-off other community activities for the week 

during Child Abuse/Neglect Prevention Month, 

ending with the county’s Dress in Blue day. 

 

 

 

Maria DiGiacomo, pictured with Anna Marie Quamain, is 

doing what she loves to do; supporting children.  

DiGiacomo, a longtime county resident and advocate for 

women and children, will be honored at the "Show Kids You 

Care" brunch on Saturday April 24 for Child Abuse 

Prevention month. The 10:30 brunch will celebrate Caring 

For Kids l5th year of service, and kick off the county's 

"Show Kids You Care" week. 
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Senior Adults Gaining Education and Stimulation (SAGES)  

at Atlantic Cape Community College 
                      http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/sages.htm 

 

SAGES - A Senior  Adult Program  
Who is eligible for the SAGES program? 
Atlantic and Cape May County Residents 60 years of age or older seeking to earn college credits are eligible to join the Atlantic 
Cape SAGES Program.  Senior adults who do not want to earn college credits can take workshops through Club 50 Plus for 
personal or professional development. 

 
What are the costs? 
SAGES memberships are free. As a member of SAGES, senior adults may enroll tuition-free in credit courses, when space is 
available. Although tuition and the activity fees are waived, any senior adult taking a college credit course will be assessed a 
general fee per credit hour, a one time application fee of $35 for those attending Atlantic Cape for the first time, plus any special 
fees which apply to specific courses. Please refer to the tuition and fees as indicated per course in the Schedule of Credit 
Classes. 

**Associated fees are listed below. 
 
How can I receive a SAGES membership? 

A SAGES membership may be obtained at any of the three Atlantic Cape campus locations. You must bring identification that 
indicates a date of birth and residency status, such as a driver’s license, or other state issued ID. You will then be issued a 
SAGES card. 
 
When can I register? 

SAGES students may register in person for credit courses on the last day of registration for the semester on a space-available 
basis. (This is the only day you can register, in person with SAGES card.) SAGES may register at any of the three campus 
locations: Mays Landing, Atlantic City, or Cape May County. No mail registrations will be accepted.  Courses in Nursing, Culinary 
Arts or Baking/Pastry, or class registrations submitted prior to the designated date are not eligible for a SAGES waiver. If taking 
a course which requires a Placement Test, please make arrangements to take the Test well in advance of the registration 
date.  Students who already have a degree (A.A., B.S., etc.) may be exempt from testing by providing a copy of their diploma 
or, or may request a waiver for one semester only if registering for personal development. 
 
For more information, please call the Counseling and Support Services office at (609) 343-5667 (Atlantic County residents) or 
(609)463-4774, ext. 5667 (Cape May County residents). 
 
Waived Fees 

Tuition only for regular or online courses 
Activity Fee 

SAGES Semester Costs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Application Fee (one time fee, non-refundable) $35.00 

General Fee (excluding online) $12.20 (per credit) 

Student Accident Insurance $2.50 ($1.50, summer) 

Information Technology Fee $5.10 (per credit) 

Facilities Fee (excluding online) $3.05 (per credit) 

Applicable Lab Fee **See course Listing** 

Returned Check Service Charge $35.00 

http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/sages.htm
http://www.atlantic.edu/conted/personal-enrichment-workshops/club-50-plus.htm
http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/registration.htm
http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/testing/placementTest.htm
http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/testing/index.htm
http://www.atlantic.edu/studentServ/counselAdvise/index.htm
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Tributes  

 
Gifts to our Tribute Scholarship Fund are a 
thoughtful way to recognize an anniversary or 
remember a friend, member or relative while 
providing support to our scholarship recipients. 
 
An acknowledgement is sent to you and to the 
individual recognized.  Your name will be made 
known, but not the amount of the gift. 
 
Please send your gift to Barbara Heinrichs, 503 
Whildam Ave., North Cape May, NJ  08204. 
 
For our scholarship students: 
Pat Ford-Roegner 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
Dec 12 A White Christmas 
Dec 13 Holiday Luncheon 
Dec 15 Daytime Book Group 
Dec 16 Evening Book Group 
 
Jan 8 Tween Tech 
Jan 19 Daytime Book Group 
Jan 27 Evening Book Group 
Jan 28 CMC Department of Aging & Disability 
 Speaker 
 
Feb 16 Daytime Book Group 
Feb 24 Evening Book Group 
 

  

http://capemay-nj.aauw.net 

KEEP OUR WEB ADDRESS HANDY 

Events, meetings, book discussion dates, and 
more! 
You can always find up-to-date information here. 
Book lists and dates for both groups are posted. 
A calendar of events is handy. 
A complete membership list with contact 
information is available. 
To access the information for Members Only call: 
Mary Jane Slugg - 884-7041 
Barbara Heinrichs - 889-1647  
and we will give you the password! 

 

 
 
 
          Presidents 
          Marga Matheny 
          Dottie Pearson 
           
          Secretary 
          Peggy Long 
 
          Treasurer 
          Barbara Heinrichs 
 
          Book Group 
          Mary Jane Slugg 
          Connie Blocher 
 
          College Connections 
          Marion Ingram 
 
          Fund Raising 
          Pat Ford-Roegner 
 
          Historian 
          Karen Weis 
 
          Membership 
          Mary Jane Slugg 
          Chris Rohrman 
 
          Newsletter 
          Barbara Heinrichs 
 
          Programs 
          Marga Matheny interim 
 
          Public Policy 
          Suzanne Pelkaus 
 
         Public Relations 
         Mona Moore 
 
         Scholarship  
         Sandy Harmon-Weiss 


